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legislation, and the extension of freedom to all classes of the
population. Large and liberal measures are still imperatively
required for the "benefit of the oppressed and down-trodden
low castes. These are not, it should be remembered, in
every instance, necessarily poor or destitute of capacity and
moral character, in proportion to their position in the arbitrary
scale of caste. The masses of the low-caste population have
been as yet but slightly touched by the partial reforms of
the Travancore Government. They ought, for instance, to
have a fair share in the scheme of Government education,
from which they are at present excluded solely on account of
caste. Children of low caste are refused admittance into
nearly all the Government English and vernacular schools;
yet these contribute their fair quota to the public funds,
which are wasted on Brahmanical rites, or expended almost
exclusively on the education of the higher castes. Although
permission to cover the upper part of the person has been
given to the lower castes, they are still by law restricted to
the use of coarse cloths, to the manifest detriment of the
national commerce and manufactures. Any advance, too, in
the use of richer ornaments, palankeens, and other luuxuries,
on the part of wealthy members of these castes, is strictly
prohibited. The public roads, also, ought to be opened freely
to all classes, and admission to all the courts conceded to
even the lowest and most despised of the population.*
Moreover, the flourishing, peaceful, and loyal native Pro-
testant Christian community claims recognition by the
Government as a body with a status of its own, like the
Mohammedans, Syrian Christians, and Jews. Native Pro-
testant Christians should be specified in the census, and
admitted to the police, the civil service, and any other
employments and offices in the state for which they may

* See Note on p. 46.